► Greetings - Tom Davis 

► Mini Exhibit - jim richins 

► News & Views - don swain 

► Coin Quiz - larry kimura 

► SPOLIGHT - BOB CAMPBELL 


Mint Master 


Meeting - May 8th / 7:00 P.M. 

Location - Columbus Community Center 
2531 South 400 East 
Salt Lake City, UT 


The Presidents Message 


May is the UNS Birthday 

There will be a birthday 
grab bag and everyone 
attending will receive a 
birthday gift!!! 




Hello everyone! 

Happy birthday to all club members past and present. 
This May the “UNS Coin Club” is 62 years old. It was started 
May 11 th in the home of Cliff Crane with 9 members attending. 
There have been some great members through out the years to 
keep it going for this long. They were dedicated to providing a 
forum to preserve their passion for coin collecting and the numis¬ 
matic spirit. I wonder if the founders of the club dreamed it would 
be still going strong after all these years. I think they would have 
been surprised that it has. We have some great members now that 
are willing to put in the work and time to keep the club going and 
continue to have the club a superb place each month for 
“coining”. It is a pleasure to serve now and be apart of this fine 
club. To celebrate we will have birthday cake at May’s meeting. 

There was not as much being offered as previous bourse 


nights at last months meeting but I did noticed most everyone 
enjoyed spending the evening visiting and catching up on gossip 
and news from the past month. Bob Campbell did do a brisk busi¬ 
ness with a bunch of Capital Holders he brought. He sold them 
all. 

And now a plug for “The Mint Master”. It is for you “the 
club member’s” monthly news letter. Doug Nyholm does a fan¬ 
tastic job every mouth putting it together and getting it out but if 
you have any suggestions or comments let us know. We want 
you to fill its worth reading each month and if you have some¬ 
thing you want to write up submit it to Doug for publication. Re¬ 
member you get a ticket for the Christmas dinner raffle for each 
article that is published. Have great month. 

See you at club meeting. May 8 th Tom Davis 



May's Program 

This mouth we will celebrate the Club’s birthday with cake for all. We will be 
voting on this years UNS medal. Put your ideas down on paper so they can be 
presented to the club. Good luck. 

We will also have a special display of Utah Bank Notes and a presentation on 
safes for the home. 





















As many of you may have read recent¬ 
ly, Canada has announced that they will 
discontinue minting of their cent coin 
later this year. This is really quite ex¬ 
traordinary news and to many a signifi¬ 
cant change in the way cash transac¬ 
tions are processed. Discontinuance of 
the cent has been a topic of discussion 
in the U.S. for quite a few 
years. There have been 
arguments that if this were 
to occur it would cause an 
increase in prices of 
goods, inflation, and in¬ 
convenience to everyone 
including vending ma¬ 
chine distributors and eve¬ 
rything else. Canada cites 
that the cost for minting 
and distribution of their 1- 
cent coin presently costs 
1.6 cents each. Composi¬ 
tion changes have occurred 
several times and still it 
costs more to make a cent 
than a cent. In the US cost 
estimates have varied from 
around 1.9 cents each to as 
high as 2.5 cents each. A 
lot of research and testing 
has been done in an at¬ 
tempt to create a cent with 
a composition which would 
make it financially feasible 
but nothing has been decided or agreed 
upon yet. The way I look at it is that 
the mint strikes about 8 billion coins a 
year (plus or minus a billion or two de¬ 
pending upon the economy) and rough¬ 
ly half or 4 billion of the mints output is 
made up of the lowly cent. Now as I 
see it, if 50% of your production costs 
are a money loosing endeavor, and we 
the taxpayer are paying for this mone¬ 
tary loss, let the US follow Canada and 
get rid of the cent. I do believe it might 


Feature Article 

Let’s Do Away With 
The Ope Cept Coip?? 


be a good idea to retain collector issues 
in proof and mint sets in much the same 
manner as the half dollar but other than 
that I think we could easily do without 
the penny. I will say however, if I see a 
penny on the ground, I will still pick it 
up and put it in my pocket. What do 
you think? Now onto the next larger 
face value coin, the nickel. It has been 
reported that the cost to 
the mint for minting and 
distribution of the nickel 
is over 9 cents each! 

Wow! That is even a 
greater discrepancy than 
the cent in actual dollars 
and cents costs. Should 
be do away with the nick¬ 
el too? We have done 
away with the half dollar, 
and the public doesn’t 
seem to accept a dollar 
coin no matter what size, 
color, or shape it is. Can 
we handle co mm erce 
with only a dime and 
quarter? Our monetary 
system, especially coin¬ 
age seems to be on the 
verge of drastic change. 
Maybe we don’t need 
coins as all, and why not 
do away with paper mon¬ 
ey too, after all with deb¬ 
it and credit cards and 
internet banking we can truly become a 
cashless society, maybe by next year. 
Personally, I think that is a very scary 
idea but if you ask the government I 
will bet you that they will say, ‘Why 
not.” If this happens and we don’t need 
cash or coins then we can all just sell 
our collections and begin collecting 
plastic credit cards. Doesn’t that sound 
fun! What do you think? 

Doug Nyholm 



F\ 

gWpiM 

S PWftj 

1 A 

i, a\ 

p ^ 

HI 


Tj 


\UW,L 


u 

Lm i 


OWgCErd'il 


NEW EBAY 
RULES 

Ebay will change 
the rules regarding 
the posting of coins 
beginning May 
30th. This is a 
further tightening of 
the way sellers post 
and their descrip¬ 
tions of the coins 
they wish to sell. 

The new rules 
require that no coin 
posted may have a 
numerical grade de¬ 
scription unless the 
coin has been 
graded by PCGS or 
NGC. ANACS is 
scrambling to com¬ 
ply so they may be 
included. The se¬ 
cond major change 
is that any US coin 
with a buy it now or 
start price that is 
valued over $2500 
must be graded by 
PCGS or NGC. 
Along with the 
recent change 
regarding the listing 
of copy’s or replicas 
it seems that Ebay 
has the collector in 
mind. 






















Coin Of The Month 
1792 Silver Center Cent 



This coin sold last month for the amazing sum of $1,150,000.00! It is one of approx. 14 known 
specimens and is graded as uncirculated. This coin was an early experiment of trhe newly estab¬ 
lished mint in 1792. The British coppers and most circulating copper cents of the era were quite 
large and bulky. This was due to the fact that the coins of the period contained the full face value 
of metal, copper, silver or gold. It was thought that if would be convenient to create a coin of 
smaller size which would be more manageable and easier to carry by supplementing the value of 
copper with a small amount of silver. Thus a tiny plug of silver worth 3/4 cent was inserted into a 
copper planchet which was worth 1/4 cent of copper. For undocumented reasons the coin never 
was produced beyond a pattern stage and an unknown quantity were struck. Possibly the reason 
was due to the difficulty in creating the blanks or the idea was simply rejected in favor of the es¬ 
tablished all copper cent. These coins were struck in December of 1792 preceding the official 
striking of the Chain cent beginning in February of 1793 making them the first coins struck in the 
official mint building. Other tests and patterns were created in 1792 such as the silver disme and 
half disme but these were struck in private facilities and not in the mint building. 

If you will notice on the example shown above, which is the third finest known, the silver plug is 
much more visible and distinct on the obverse. This is true for all known examples which attests 
to the care exhibited in the preparation and striking of these coins. It is very likely that each pat¬ 
tern coin was carefully prepared, having the silver plug inserted and then placed face up on the 
screw press before striking. Additional examples of inserting a plug also occurred at the mint in 
1794 and 1795. Both half dollars and dollars are known to have silver plugs inserted. These ex¬ 
amples were created to bring up to standard the weight of the blank prior to striking rather than 
to melt them down and start over again. One example is even known with adjustment marks to 
reduce an over-weight blank which was reduced too much making it under-weight, and then in¬ 
serting a silver plug to bring up the weight to standard. Many experiments and unusual practices 

occurred at the mint in its first years or operation. 

Doug Nyholm 









Counterfeit Corner 




Pick Up Point 

Weight 

Appearance 

Frequency Encountered 

Common 

Identification Difficulty 

Easy to Moderate 

Value 
Very High 


Pictured above are two counterfeits of two of the 
most famous coins ever minted in the U.S. These 
coins do not contain the imprint of “COPY" as re¬ 
quired by law but they are so rare and valuable that 
hopefully no-one will think they are genuine. The 
combined value of these two coins, if genuine, would 
most likely exceed $5 million dollars. Copies of sev¬ 
eral famous coins in addition to these exist and 
make interesting novelties. Good copies of the 1804 
dollar can actually sell for $20-$30 to interested col¬ 
lectors but essentially they are worthless. 













Answer to last month’s question. All 
are coin designors initaials except 
QDB which are the initials of Q. David 
Bowers, an author of many books. 

♦ VDB - Victor David Brenner 

♦ FG - Frank Gasparo 

♦ BLP - Bela Lyon Pratt 

♦ JF - James Fraser 

♦ QDB - Q. David Bowers 

♦ JRS - John R. Sinnock 

♦ AW - Adolph Weinman 


1. What was the first year the ‘Blue Book’ was published? 

A. 1940 B. 1947 

C. 1942 D. 1935 

2. What is the value of a U.S. ‘Half Union’ coin? 

A. $100 B. $50 

C. $25 D. $500 

3. What causes a CUD? 

A. A die crack B. A counterfeit coin 

C. A broken Die D. Designers initials on a Roanoke half. 

4. What city issued the famous ‘Church Penny’? 

A. Rochester B. Columbus 

C. Syracuse D. Albany 

5. Continental Currency metal dollars of 1776 are made out of what metal? 

A. Pewter B. Brass 

C. Silver D. Copper 

Answers to last month's questions. 1) AH of the answers 2) Flying Eagle Cents 3) 1917 

4) All of the answers 5) lO — P, D, S, C, CC, W, O, C, D, and M The D'was used twice, once 
for Dahlonega & Denver, and the other trick, M for Manila while under US sovereignty. 



LAST MONTHS 
QUESTION. 
IDENTIFY THE 
COIN BELOW? 



ANSWER - 
1857 OYER 8 
FLYING EAGLE 
CENT 


CAN YOU 
IDENTIFY WHERE 
THE PICTURE 
BELOW APPEARS? 



UNS 

2012 

Schedule 


May 


UNS Birthday 
& Medals 
Voting 



September 
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The 2013 Red Book 

It’s that time of the year again. The new “Red 
Book” has been released. Have you purchased 
your copy yet? So why do we purchase a new 
Red Book each year? Most of us do not or 
will not, sell or buy coins solely based upon 
the values listed in this book. That being said 
this is a fantastic resource for the coin collec¬ 
tor as it contains a wealth of great infor¬ 
mation. We must look closer at the title, it 
states it is a ‘Guide’ book! It will tell us which 
coins are more valuable than others, what the 
mintages are, and in recent years there are nu¬ 
merous articles about everything from minting, 
hoards, and the coins themselves. 2013 is no 
exception and it is virtually a must for any 
collector. Attend a major coin convention and 
even the most sophisticated dealer will have a 
copy handy. It is the #1 sold coin book for a 
lot of good reasons. Pick up your copy today! 

Doug Nyholm 



The Utah Numismatic 
Society now has s 
Facebook Page! 

http://www.facebook.com/ 

pages/Utah-Numismatic- 
Societv/119074761546154? 

ref=tn tnmn 

If the above link 
doesn’t work search 
for 6 Utali Numismatic 
Society’ 
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Prizes of the 
Month 

Promptness: 

1982 Washington Comm Half 

Membership: 

1961 Proof Franklin Half 

Junior: 

1981 US Proof Set 

Prizes- 

1933 Double Eagle Fantasy 
Gold 

1983 Eisenhower Fantasy 
Gold 

1888-0 Morgan Dollar 
1863 Civil War Token 
2007 Proof Little Rock Silver 
Dollar 

1941 Walking Liberty Half 
1963 Franklin Half 
1964 PCGS PR68 Roosevelt 
Dime 

1000 Leones- Bank of Sierra 
Leone 

Mercury Dimes Set 
1971-S PCGS PR66 Jefferson 
Nickel 

1971 NZ Mint Set 
UNS Aluminum Encased 2007 
Utah State Qtr. 

1980-P US Mint Souvenier Set 
1955 MS63 Poorman's DD Lin¬ 
coln Cent 
1943 Steel Cent Set 

Buy Of The Month 
To Be Announced 

REFRESHMENTS 
(Birthday Cake!) 
Craig & Guy Eroh 


Monarch Coin Corporation 

Rare Coins and Precious Metals since 1959 
211 East 3900 South, Salt Lake City 
801-262-5874 

(Ext. 8 For Precious Metal Quotes, Ext. 9 For Personal Svc.) 
Hours: Mon-Fri 9:30 to 5:00 Now Closed Saturdays 


Muller/Robertson Coins & Currency 

We are looking to buy collections or individual 
pieces of world/US coins and currency 
Call us at 801-581-0991 


Eureka Coin Company 

Contact George Wilson at: 

Cali 801-928-1192 or email at Eurekacoins@gmail.com 


ALL ABOUT COINS 
1 123 E. 2100 S. 

Salt Lake City, UT 801-467-8636 

Tue. -Fri. 10 to 6 / Sat. 10 to 5 / Closed Monday's 
Contact Bob Campbell at 801-467-8636 
UNS Member since 1973 


Rust Coin & Gift 

Rust, A Name You Can Trust 

Bryan Rust 

N “ President 

1 f/r 

1774 H. Univ. Pkwy. #52 * Provo, LIT 84604 
Bus: (801} 377-1574 • Fax: (801) 377-1658 
(BB8) 864-1574 
rusty c o i nz 1 @hotm at L com 


If you are looking to sell you 
collection please give us a call! 
We also trade and sell coins. 
We love to help our customers 
with coins they need, so if you 
have a want list we would be 
happy to help you out. We've 
been in the coin business for 45 
years. 
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UNS Officers & 

Board Members 

2012 Officers 
Tom Davis — President 
801-273-7519 
Bruce Griggs — Vice Pres 
801-703-4081 
Robie Cagle — Sec. 
801-676-9481 

Eldon Farnsworth — Treas. 
801-550-5460 
Don Swain — Medals 
801-652-0124 
David Larsen — Curator 
801-637-1060 
Ron Swain — Library 
801-982-0798 
Doug Nyholm — Newslet. 

801-918-9522 
Bob Campbell — Bourse 
801-467-8636 
BOARD MEMBERS 

ON NEXT PAGE 


PL Treasures 

La Von Ottley 801 -597-6488 / Bob Ottley 801 -943-3913 

Fine Jewelry, 14kt gold, diamonds & colored stones, sterling silver. 

Custom made settings, repairs and remounts. Also, rare coins, 
tokens, medals and bullion products available. We buy and sell US 

and World coins. 

J & J Collectibles 

Phone: Home (801J957-9915/ Cell (801 )674-4962 
Email: jvrazel 15@msn.com 

Specializing in UNS, Ogden & Nuts Club Medals, Rounds & assorted 
misc. coins and collectables. Items are for sale at shows and in 
between. Call and see if we have what you need. 



Barton Rare Coins 

4698 South Holladay Blvd. Holladay, UT 84117 / 801-278-8500 

Abrcoins@vahoo.com 

Hours: Tue-Fri 10:00 to 6:00 / Saturday 10:00 to 5:00 
We buy Sell or Trade Gold, Silver and Platinum. Check us out, you 

will be pleased you did. 



Gary Laramie 

4431 So. Commerce Dr.; Murray UT 84107 801-262-2570 

glaramie@xmission.com 


































$1.2 MILLION FOR BASEBALL CARD 


Recently a New Jersey man paid $1.2 million for a very rare Honlu wagner 


baseball card from 1909. 
owned a baseball card 
bids in the auction for 
ized the incredible sum. 
most storied of all base- 
one becomes available 
and media coverage, 
cigarette packs sold by 
from 1909 to 1911. The 
Honus was opposed to 
didn’t want his name 
didn’t want to encour- 
tobacco. Some however 
financial matter where 
pensation for his like- 



The collector has never 
previously. There were 14 
the card with finally real- 
This card is one of the 
ball cards and whenever 
there is always much hype 
The card was distributed in 
the American Tobacco Co. 
current consensus is that 
tobacco and smoking and 
associated and especially 
age children to engage in 
think that it was more a 
Honus just wanted com- 
ness. It is estimated that 


only about 60 of these cards still remain with the majority of that number in 
poor condition. The card which just sold was the 6th finest known. The 
highest graded card known was purchased by Ken Kendrick, the Arizona 
Diamondback owner in 2011 for $2.8 million. High end baseball cards are 
becoming very popular with wealthy collectors and expectations for future 
sales are definitely on the rise. Not only the winning bidder but several bid¬ 
ders for this present card are completely new to the collecting fraternity. 


APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP / UTAH NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 
NAME(S) OF APPLICANT(S) 


ADDRESS:_ 

PHONE NUMBER;_ 

E-MAIL ADDRESS:_ 

HOW WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE THE NEWSLETTER? 

[ ] EMAIL / PREFERRED [ ] POSTAL MAIL 

SPONOR:_ 

WHEN & WHERE WE MEET 
SECOND TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH AT 7:00 PM 
COLUMBUS COMMUNITY CENTER 
2531 SOUTH 400 EAST / SALT LAKE CITY, UT 84115 

ANNUAL DUES: 

[ ] FAMILY $25 [ ] ADULT (18 AND OLDER) $15 [ ] JUNIOR $5 


UTAH 

NUMISMATIC 

SOCIETY 

********* 

P.O. BOX 65054 
SALT LAKE CITY 

UTAH 84165 

*********** 

MINT MASTER 
EDITOR 

E-MAIL 

DOUGLAS.NYHOLM@ 

COMCAST.NET 

*********** 

YOUR INPUT, SUGGES¬ 
TIONS, AND WRITTEN 
ARTICLES ARE ALWAYS 
APPRECIATED. 

2012 UNS BOARD. 

Bob Whitehead 

801- 

Ron Swain 

801-982-0798 
Chris Larsen 
801-943-3101 
Tom Jensen 
801-455-1420 
Tom Sharpton 
801-232-8132 

Lavar Burton 
801-255-1629 
Larry Kimura 
801- 



















UTAH NUMISMATIC SOCIETY’S YOUTH NIGHT 

A SPECIAL PROGRAM FOR YOU 


Are you counting the days until 
you’re out of school for summer vaca¬ 
tion? Have you had a successful and 
fun filled school year and can’t wait 
for summer vacation to arrive so you 
can sleep in every morning and do the 
things you want to do each day? I 
hope so, and was wondering if you 
had anything planned for the evening 
of June 12 th , 2012? Hopefully, you do 
and have even marked your calendar 
to remind you that it’s YOUTH 
NIGHT with the UNS. Each year, our 
June program is specifically designed 
to introduce youth to the many joys 
and aspects of numismatics and coin 
collecting as a lifelong hobby or per¬ 
haps even a profession. A fast-paced 
and fun-filled program, it will ac¬ 
quaint youth with the collecting pro¬ 
cess and the items the process uses, 
some of the literature available to help 
the collector, some of the games 
linked to coin collecting, and give 
each youth a hands-on experience in 
starting a coin collection. Each youth 
will receive a coin collector’s starter 
kit, a coin storage folder, and the op¬ 
portunity to search through several 
thousand copper cent coins to fill 
open spaces in the storage folder. 
During the program, there will be 
prizes awarded based on game partici¬ 
pation and various aspects of the col¬ 
lecting search and fill activity. Most 


of the prizes will be collectible U.S. 
coins worth more than face value. 
For those youth returning for a second 
or subsequent program experience, 
this year we will also have Canadian 
cents and 5 cents coin available as 
part of the search and fill activity. 
The Canadian cents may be of special 
interest to some because of Canada’s 
recent announcement that it will cease 
minting 1 cent coins for circulation 
this fall. The Royal Canadian Mint 
also announced that Canada would 
start the gradual withdrawal of exist¬ 
ing circulating cents with the intent of 
reclaiming the copper they contain. 
The starter kit, folder, coins placed in 
the folder, prizes, and anything else 
that each youth may receive; are 
theirs to take home with them at the 
end of the program. Sound pretty 
good? I think so. Wondering how 
much it costs to participate in the 
Youth Night Program? Well it only 
costs each youth $0.00. That’s right, 
it costs you nothing to participate, it’s 
free, and you get to keep what you are 
given, collect, or win. This type of 
opportunity doesn’t come along very 
often, but when it does, you need to 
take full advantage of it. You just 
need to be where the action is. So 
mark your calendar and I’ll see you 
there. 



This month’s coin pictured 
above is a 1923-P 
Standing Liberty quarter 
recently offered on 
EBAY. What grade do you give 
it? 

Last month’s coin pictured 
below is a 1944-S 
Winged Liberty or Mercury 
dime. This coin is 
Being offered on EBAY as 
item 26088356145. 

It is NGC graded as MS66 FB 
and is being 

offered for $65.00 with free S/ 
H. The grade 

is on target and the FB is well 
deserved. 




PHIL CLARK 



















